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HEIRS SEEK $100M 'STOLEN' ART 

TWO heirs to a megamillion-dollar cache of missing art by Austrian Expressionist 
painter Egon Schiele — alleged to have fallen into Nazi hands and sold off during 
World War II — are waging a court battle that could have a shattering impact on the 
art world.  

Some of the 110 works, purported to be worth over $100 million, are in the 
collections of the Museum of Modern Art, the Morgan Library, the Albertina in Vienna 
and cosmetic czar Ronald Lauder's Neue Galerie in Manhattan. The Neue Galerie is 
set to show 150 of Schiele's graphic, highly prized nudes next month.  

According to a story by Anthony Haden-Guest in today's Financial Times, those 
museums will be subpoenaed by Ray Dowd, the Manhattan lawyer representing the 
alleged heirs — Leon Fischer, an Upper East Side photo dealer, and Milos Vavra, a 
retiree living in Prague.  

"There's no statute of limitations on art stolen during World War II," Haden-Guest 
tells PAGE SIX's Steve Garbarino. "Heirs can be popping up for generations."  

The two great-nephews of the alleged rightful owners — both victims of the 
Holocaust — were clued in that the works still existed when they heard last February 
that a Schiele drawing from their family's collection was being sold through 
Sotheby's in London for $600,000.  

The drawing, Fischer and Vavra allege, is part of a collection that had been stored 
with Austria's Schenker & Co. shipping company that was taken over by the German 
state railway company in 1938. Since then, pieces of the collection have gone 
through many hands, including a gallery in Bern, Switzerland, which secured the 
works between 1952 to 1955. The great-nephews are seeking to retrieve all of it.  

"We're going after everyone holding on to this art — and that's where it gets 
interesting," Dowd says. "One of the paths we're taking leads to the Neue Galerie. 
[Ron Lauder] has a number of them."  

Lauder founded the Commission for Art Recovery of the World Jewish Congress in 
1997 and is devoted to returning works of art to the heirs of Holocaust victims. He 
could not immediately be reached for comment.  

The work of Schiele, who was jailed for indecency and died in 1918 at age 28, seems 
to invite controversy. In 1998, Manhattan District Attorney Robert Morgenthau 
impounded two Schiele works on loan to the Museum of Modern Art because they 
had been stolen from Jews by the Nazis.  

 




